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I 

I 

I Amendments to the Claims; 

1 This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

! Listing of Claims! 

Claim 1 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device comprising: 

at least one hinge assembly for attaching a dump body to a vehicle frame, the 
hinge assembly having a lowered position wherein the dump body is substantially 
horizontal and a raised position wherein a front portion of the dump body is elevated 
higher than a rear portion of the dump body, and wherein the rear portion of the dump 
body is elevated clear of a rear bumper mounted on the vehicle frame; 

wherein the hinge assembly moves both the front and the rear portions of the 
dump body upwardly while pivoting the dump body to the raised position; and 

at least one hoist having a lower end pivotally attached to the vehicle frame 
and an upper end pivotally attached to the dump body. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim 1, wherein the hinge assembly further comprises: 

a front link member pivotally mounted to the dump body; 

a main link member having a first end pivotally attached to the front link 
member, a second end pivotally mounted to a the vehicle frame, and an attachment 
means disposed therebetween for pivotal attachment to a rear link member; 

the rear link member having a first end attached to a center linking member, 
and a second end pivotally mounted to the dump body; and 

wherein an end of the center linking member comprises a mounting means for 
attachment to the vehicle frame. 

Claim 3 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 2, 
wherein the rear link member is pivotally attached to the attachment means of the. 
main link member at about the center of the rear link member. 
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Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A vehicle dump, body elevation device according to 
claim 3. wherein the attachment means is a pivot mount Hxedly attached to the 
l»nlc m o mbtir- main link member. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim 2, wh«rein the at least one hoist Is disposed between a first hinge assembly and 
a second hinge assembly. 

Claim o (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 5. 
wherein the front link members are pivotaUy mounted to an underside of the dump 
body 

Claim -7 (Original) A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 6. 
wherein at least one torsion bar is disposed between and attached to the first hinge 
assembly and the second hinge assembly. 

Claim S (Original): A. vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 7, 
wherein the center linking member comprises a first end pivotally attached to the rear 
link member and a second end pivotally mounted to the vehicle frame. 

Claim S> (Original): ^ vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim I, 
wherein the hoist comprises a scissor hoist mechanism. 

Claim lO (Original); A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 9. 
wherein the scissor hoist mechanism has a range of motion up to about 1 SO degrees. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim I O r wherein the scissor hoist mechanism comprises: 

a channeled hinge having a first upwardly extending end and a second 
upwardly extending end defining a space therebetween, wherein each upwardly 
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two lower seizor arms, each comprising a fi.s, « no pivotally attached to « one 
SiiULIower pivot pir> and a second end pivotally attached to the vehicle frame- 

two upper scissor arms, each comprising a first end pivotally attached to e» 
SCS^Ud-Upper pivot pin and a second end pivotaUy attached to the dump body 

a l.ft.ns means for moving the scissor hois, mechanism from a Cosed position 
to an opon position, wherein the Uftmg means Is disposed between the lower scissor 
arms and the upper scissor arms, and wherein the liffing means comprises a base end 

fhet. a T hed l ° '° WCr SCiMOr ~ ——<«*■« P i-ota„y attached to 

the upper scissor arms. 

Claim 12 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim I 1 
wherein each second end of each upper scissor arm is pivotaUy attached to the " 
underside of the dump body. 

C,alm . 3 (Currently Amended).- A vehie.e dump body elevation device according to 

r WhCrCin " te - « °*~ ^ »<=>— P-ot pin extends beyond the corresponding 

lower scissor arm. 44 

Claim t4 (Currently Amended), A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
cla.m . 3. wherein at leas, one said upper scissor arm comprises a pivot block means 
for select, vely pivoting the two upper scissor arms and me two lower scissor arms 
about the upper pivot pins and the lower pivot pins. 

Claim ,5 (OrWn..,: A vehide dump body elevation device according to Calm 1«, 
wherein the Kfting means has an extended position wherein an extending member is 
d.sposed w,thi„ the space defined by the upwardly ending ends of the ohanne.ed 
nlnge. m 

Claim l6 (Original): A vehie.e dump body e.evetion device according to claim IS 
wbere.n the extended position of the li«in c means orients the scissor arms at about 
1 80 degrees. 
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Claim 17 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 16 ? 
wherein the scissor hoist mechanism further comprises at least one safety pin for 
securing the hoist in the open position. 

Claim J 8 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 16, 
wherein the lifting means is a hydraulic cylinder. 

Claim 19 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 18, 
wherein the hydraulic cylinder is a single acting hydraulic cylinder. 

Claim 20 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 19, 
wherein the hydraulic cylinder comprises a housing having an air vent disposed 
therein, and a low pressure hose having a first end attached to the air vent wherein the 
hydraulic cylinder is vented through the low pressure hose, and outward through a 
second end of the low pressure hose into a reservoir. 
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Claim 21 (C^ently Amended): A kit for modifying a vehicle to function as a dump 
truck, the kit comprising: 

at least one hinge assembly to move a dump body between a lowered position 
wherein the dump body is substantially horizontal, and a raised position, wherein a ' 
front portion of the dump body is elevated higher than a rear portion of the dump 
! body, and wherein the rear portion of the dump body is elevated clear of a rear 

l bumper mounted on a vehicle frame; 



wherem the hinge assembly moves both the front and the rear portions of the 
dump body upwardly, while pivoting the dump body to *• an angled position; and 

at least one hoist having a first means for pivotal attachment to the vehicle 
frame and a second means for pivotal attachment to the dump body. 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): A kit according to claim 21, wherein the hinge 
assembly comprises: 

a front link member comprising a first mounting means for pivotal attachment 
to the dump body; 

a main link member having a first end pivotally attached to the from link 
member, a second end having a second mounting means for pivotal mounting to a- the 
velncle frame, and an attachment means disposed therebetween for pivotal attachment 
to a rear link member; 

the rear link member having a first end attached to a center linking member 
and a second end comprising a r^UM mounting means for pivotal attachment to me 
dump body; and 

wherein an end of the center linking member comprises a center linking 
mountmg means for attachment to the vehicle frame. 

Claim 23 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 22 
wherem the rear link member is pivotally attached to the attachment means of the ' 
main link member at about the center of the rear link member. 
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hmge assembly. g assembly and a second 

Claim 26 (Original): A kit acceding to Cairn 25, wherein the * fc* 

least one totsion bar disposed between and attached to the Z M * 

the second hinge assembly. ngC asSemb, y and 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): A kit according to claims k • 

member further comprises a ft* Z « " *** "* 

- undersideofthe dump body *rpivo*, attachment to 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended): A kit according to claim 27 fc ■ 

eivotei m rt .,„f member and further comprises a 

**** mounts means for ^ attacl^ent to the vehicle ^ ' 

Claim 29 (Original): A kit according to claim 7 1 «* • , . 

mechanism. 6 2 ' ' Where ' n the hoist is a hoist 



Claim 30 (Original): A kit according to claim 29, wherein the scissor hoist 
mechantsn, has a range of motion up to about , 80 degrees. 



